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- - - SAVANNAH WAY NEWS - - - 

Welcome to the news from across the Savannah Way!  As the Wet Season’s waters recede in the western 

Gulf Savannah the final sectors of the route are opening.  All sealed roads are now open.  Check with local 

information sources on www.savannahway.com.au for immediate updates. 

We are in for a wonderful year of adventure travel with a replenished natural environment as our 

backdrop.  Check out the news from across northern Australia: 

Lorella Springs is OPEN! 
Lorella Springs is between Roper Bar and Cape Crawford on the Savannah Way.  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ 
exciting time now - the early season will be green with waterfalls and rivers flowing and the 
billabongs will be full of life. We personally think that this is the best time of the year, as 
everything is so fresh. The fish, crabs and red claw yabbies are just waiting for someone to 
catch them, and the animals have not heard a vehicle since last year and often just ignore 
you as if you are only another part of the environment. The Rosie River is boiling with life. 
A few new items to tell you about are the opening up of previously untouched areas such 
as Wildfire Gorge, Crystal Springs, Billabong Drive, Flying Fox Swamp, the verrry hot "Nudie 
Springs", unexplored swamps, lakes and creeks.  We have new tracks to different parts of 
Lorella and the 20 kilometres of Carpentaria Coast that no one has ever driven to before. 
We have a giant Jabiru nest where the birds return every year, the Sea Eagles Nest, and 
hundreds of different bird species. This is a bird loverΩs paradise. 
There are huge Giant Groper that are indifferent to people at both the fishing camp and at 
the Rosie River entrance.  Most fishermen see them as the Groper try to steal your 
Queenfish before the sharks and crocodiles do.  Please note that all of Lorella is a 
Wilderness Retreat Sanctuary, and apart from that dayΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ, everything is "catch and 
release unharmed". 
Try our new African Safari Style Tents for a break from the road.  If you are a four wheel 
driver there are hundreds of kilometres of tracks to explore, including some REAL 
challenges. 
This is the remote outback you have been searching for all your life. Come and meet like 
minded people.  Hope to see you at Lorella Springs Station this year for lots and lots of fun 
and adventures. Best Regards ς Rhett rhett.walker@lorellasprings.com 
http://www.lorellasprings.com Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=zjcgUMrAD9E 
 

 
The Malanda Falls Visitor Centre is on the 

Atherton Tablelands in the midst of the crater 

lakes and waterfalls region.  

Staffed by local volunteers, services 

include free maps and brochures, 

accommodation and tour bookings, updates on 

roads and weather, local attractions, and our 

Rainforest Shop. See displays on our volcanic 

and human past.  Entry is free.   

Rainforest Dreaming guided walks with local 

Ngadjon elder Ernie Raymont and his grandson 

Drew (pictured below) run from the Centre.  

Picnic and swim at Malanda Falls, explore the 

Conservation Park through easy self-guided 

walks and spot platypus and the elusive 

Lumholtz Tree-Kangaroo. Refreshments are 

available at the adjacent Tree Kangaroo Café. 

Open daily from 9.30am to 4.30pm (except 

Christmas and Boxing Days, and Good Friday).  

"Volcanoes, rainforests and tree- kangaroos...come 

share our story!" 

 

 

The Stockyard Gallery & Café 
MATARANKA 

Located on the Stuart Highway next to the Mataranka Hotel 
Come and relax in the Garden Café or browse the Art Gallery showing the talents 

of Local Artists from the surrounding Roper River District (pictured), Territory 
Whips, Didgeridoos, Books and more. 

 

 

Open 7 days a week  

9.00am ς 5.00pm 

 

Phone/Fax (08) 8975 4530  
 

 stockyardgallery@gmail.com    
www.stockyardgallery.com.au 
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End of the Road Motel  proudly hosted I-Fish for 4 days filming Karumba and 

professional fishing guide, Lance Butler. I-CƛǎƘΩǎ Ƙƻǎǘǎ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ YǊƛǎǘȅ όƭŜŦǘύ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜǿ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ 

cyclone Paul was scooting the Gulf of Carpentaria. Although the cyclone drifted west and was no 

threat to Karumba the rain and storm activity made filming and fishing challenging!  Lance found 

the fish with some terrific catches. 

Doug and Lyn hosted the crew at sunset on the beach front.  Sunset Tavern supported the group 

during their stay including a magnificent seafood banquet.  

I-Fish will feature Karumba over the next twelve months in three of their shows.  

Carpentaria Shire - Outback By The Sea 
The Carpentaria Shire is now open for business!! With the recent downpour of rain and the 

flooding of the area (three times already this year) the towns of Normanton and Karumba 

have been cut off and inaccessible for some time over the past few months. BUT the sun is 

out and the roads are open and many visitors are now experiencing all we have to offer 

ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ƻŦ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŀǊƛŀΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ YŀǊǳƳōŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ƴƎƭŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ 

set to take place on the 1
st

 & 2
nd

 ƻŦ aŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΗ 

Karumba Visitor Information Centre and Library opened its doors in October 2009 - visit 

Leeanne Crossland for the best local information.    

 

For more information on the Carpentaria Shire ς Outback By The Sea,  

contact Deborah Vagg,  

Tourism  Officer, on 07 4745 1065 or  

email tourism@carpentaria.qld.gov.au 

Even more fun to be had at 

M ount Surprise Gems 
We are proud to announce the opening of the 

άStake A Claimέ pits. You get to choose your 

claim receiving a certificate entitling you to dig, 

fossick and prospect for up to 1 hour. 

What you find you keep, whether it is rough 

gems, tumbled stones or even a tag for a cut 

gem stone. You can dry sieve, wet sieve scratch 

or for a little extra hire the metal detector. 

However you think is the best way to find the 

hidden treasures.   

Give it a go!   $30 per pit. 

See the action below! 

www.mtsurprisegems.com.au 

 

 The Mareeba Heritage Centre  

is a Visitor Information Centre and Heritage Museum with a comprehensive catalogue of the 

history and culture of the Mareeba district and a retail shop including souvenirs, books, local 

produce, unique gift lines, snacks and drinks. 
 

At the Mareeba Heritage Museum it is easy to spend a couple of hours viewing the displays at 

close quarters with some of the displays being interactive.  Entry into the Mareeba Heritage 

Museum is free of charge but donations are greatly appreciated.  Guided tours can be 

arranged by prior appointment for groups at $2.50 per person.  
 

The Mareeba Heritage Centre is open from 8am to 4pm, seven days a week,  

closing only on Easter Friday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.  

Cobbold Gorge  
is open to all vehicles - you do not need a 4WD. The road from Georgetown to Forsayth is now mostly sealed and from Forsayth to Cobbold 
Gorge has been recently graded. 
We have a new amenities block in addition to 6 ensuited caravan/camping sites and 28 motel style ensuited rooms for those who prefer to 
have their own privacy.  Our three boats for Gorge tours operate daily during shoulder season and twice daily during the peak season June to 
September to reduce the waiting time for Gorge visitors. 
The Station tour has been revised to include barramundi fishing at one of our large water storages. A 60 cm barra was caught recently by one 
of our guests. The tour is now four hours long and focuses on the skills needed to manage a large cattle property in todayΩs market 
conditions. The Robin Hood Station and Fishing Experience is proving to be an eye opener with great feedback.  
12 minute Helicopter Flights are also operating and there are self drive tracks to the Agate Creek Gemfields, Gilberton Loop and the Quartz 
Blow.  We would like to remind everyone that bookings are essential for accommodation and tours. 
We would also like to remind everyone that our conference facilities are up and running. We have had some local  
groups through and the response has been very positive. 
Thank you - The Management - Cobbold Gorge Tours. www.cobboldgorge.com.au 

 

For more information on these and other great places to visit, 

go to:      www.savannahway.com.au 
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The Atherton Information Centre is well known for its high standard of service and information about local and further 

destinations.  We handle accommodation and attraction bookings for the Tableland area, Queensland and interstate. We carry a large 

selection of books on local history, flora and fauna, many Glenville Pike Books and all the Eacham Historical Society books, plus a wide range 

of post cards, clothing and souvenirs.  We mail out Tourist packs and also relocation Packs and have a great team of staff & volunteers who 

will serve you with a smile.  Come in and say Hi or email us on infocentre@trc.qld.gov.au 

Great Opportunity in the Gulf Savannah! 

 

Gulfland Motel, Normanton 
has 28 modern rooms each with en-suite bathroom and some with 

cooking facilities.   Gulfland Caravan Park comprises 32 powered sites and 

plenty of camping areas.   The restaurant has recently been extended and 

a new smoking area constructed.  Meal specialities are wild barramundi, 

local prawns and beef. 

A BBQ area is situated near the pool where motel and caravan park 

patrons can cook their own meal, relax and enjoy the spectacular sunsets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now booking agents for the Trans North Bus, servicing passengers 

from Cairns to Normanton.  Passengers can view the amazing scenery, 

escarpment, animals and bird life from an elevated comfortable seat on 

the bus.  As it now arrives and departs from the Gulfland Motel, you can 

stay 2 nights in historic Normanton, spend time in the visitor centre, take 

photoǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ /ǊƻŎέ ŀƴŘ ά.ƛƎ .ŀǊǊŀƳǳƴŘƛέΣ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ 

ride on the Gulflander train or travel to the unique fishing village Karumba 

on the shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria before taking the return journey.   

Phone: (07) 4745 1290 or email gulflandmotel@bigpond.com  

Wilderness Challenge 
Wilderness Challenge is a leading four wheel drive safari operator based in Cairns, Tropical North 

Queensland.   A 20 year old family company, Wilderness Challenge is a Master Operator with the 

prestigious Savannah Guides, an AussieHost Customer Service Certified business with Advanced 

EcoCertification ς the highest level.  Wilderness Challenge has won 11 Tropical North Queensland, 

Queensland and Australian Tourism Awards for Best Small Tour Operator and continually delivers 

best practice ecotourism.  Destinations include the vast Gulf Savannah, the amazing Kimberley, 

pristine Cape York, and the World Heritage listed Daintree Rainforest. 

Wilderness Challenge specialises in small group safaris in accommodated or camping formats.  4WD 
{ŀŦŀǊƛǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ о ς 16 days utilising 4WD OKA, Mercedes-
Benz and Toyota vehicles. Qualified guides share their knowledge with visitors giving an inspiring 
insight into the fascinating ecology, geography and history of this precious corner of the world.   
Your exclusive or scheduled safari will be a memory to treasure, a connection with the Australian 

environment filled with adventure, discovery and fun. 

www.wilderness-challenge.com.au 

For more information on these and other great places to visit,  

go to: www.savannahway.com.au 
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